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EDITORIAL WELCOME 
Welcome to the Spring edition of your community newsletter brought to you by 
Shincliffe Community Association. 
 
This winter has been so much milder than last year. Perhaps the weather pattern 
was the reason for the arrival of our rare bird, the yellow rumped myrtle warbler.  
²ŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǘǿƛǘŎƘέΚ  Read more about it in this issue. 
 
No one needed to help their neighbour clear the snow off the drive this year, but 
the idea of a team of Community Helpers was just one thought floated at the 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ άCƻǊǳƳ ƻŦ LŘŜŀǎέ, a meeting held by the Community Association in the 
Avenue Pub.  Read about other community ideas on page 4. 
 
One topic, which received universal approval, was the concept of identifying key 
premises and land as Community Assets, for example the parkland and the 
Avenue Pub (where the lease is currently up for sale).  The new chair of the 
Community Association, Jane Ranns, is following this up on behalf of interested 
persons.   
 
I am delighted that Eleanor Cook has joined me as the Advertising Editor.  I thank 
all our advertisers and our volunteer deliverers, without whom, this edition could 
not arrive on your doorstep. We hope you enjoy reading it and look forward to 
meeting you  - perhaps at Shincliffe {Ƙƻǿ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ Cǳƴ wǳƴΚ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
want to welcome and include all members of the community, so get in touch if 
you have ideas and are willing to help. 
 
Alison Swarbrick 
SCAN Editor 
 
scannewsletter@gmail.com 
43 Ancroft Garth, High Shincliffe DH1 2UD 
Tel: 383 0346 
 
 

BREAKING NEWS: 
As we go to press, I have just heard from Claire Ketley, the Community 
Association secretary, that she has received a huge donation towards the park 
fund and the target is almost achieved. Claire has worked really hard to fundraise 
and it seems very likely children will have a new park soon in High Shincliffe! 
 
 

mailto:scannewsletter@gmail.com
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SHINCLIFFE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION NEWS 
Our role as the Shincliffe Community Association is to act as a facilitator between 
the inhabitants of Shincliffe and the authorities such as the County Council, Parish 
Council and Police. We also run events and activities to support the wellbeing of 
everyone in Shincliffe as well as providing support to any groups already up and 
running, so please if you would like our support, get in touch via email, Facebook 
or website.  
 
We would like to thank everyone for coming to our Ideas Forum on 25

th
 February. 

It was so nice to see everyone coming together! Lots of things were discussed and 
below is only an overview. Everyone who attended will be receiving a copy of the 
minutes and if members of the community who could not attend would like a 
copy please get in touch via email: shincliffecommunityassociation@gmail.com. 
 
PROPOSED FUTURE EVENTS: 
Shincliffe Show ς This will be held at the school at the end of September (date to 
be confirmed) and categories at the moment are Vegetables, Cakes and 
Photography (Rivers and Bridges) open to all members of the community both 
adults and children. Other categories will be known soon as the newly set up 
organising group formulate their plans. 
 
Fun Run ς Thanks to Duncan McEwan for this idea: A 10K and 5K run to be held in 
High Shincliffe to raise money for the park fund, so get training!! Duncan has 
ideas for sponsorship too. We would like to see this becoming an annual 
community event to raise money for local charities with a BBQ in the park 
afterwards. Date is provisionally 12

th
 July 2014. To register your interest send us 

an email.  We will send you more information when available. 
 
Bonfire Evening Event ς Aykley Heads event no longer happens so there is 
interest in holding an event in High Shincliffe. 
 
Pub Community ς We intend to apply to the council for the pub to be listed as a 
community asset (as well as the park). Most people who attended the meeting 
were very interested in the idea of a community run pub. At this moment in time 
it feels like such a project is too big, but could be looked at again in the near 
future. 
 
Volunteering ς The idea of a list volunteers in the community who can help with 
errands and small jobs for those less able in the village was raised. The 
community already has such a list co-ordinated by Pat Hudson ς see page 6 for 
more information. 

mailto:shincliffecommunityassociation@gmail.com
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Anyone who did not attend the meeting but would like to become involved in 
organising or supporting any of these events or if you have ideas of what you 
would like to see in the community please send an email to 
shincliffecommunityassociation@gmail.com 
 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES:  
Indoor Bowling  - This only runs in the winter. Contact Joyce Woodward on  
386 3236 to find out more. The team take part in local competitions and it is a 
great way to stay active in the winter months. 
 
Keep-Fit Classes: 
Move and Dance with Alison Swarbrick (0191 383 0346): 
WI Hut, 8pm ς 9pm Thursdays (arrive 7:45pm onwards) 
Gentler Class with seated options: 
{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ Church Hall, 12-1pm Tuesday (arrive 11:45 onwards) 
 
Rambling Club:  
Would you be willing to lead a local ramble once or twice a month?  We would 
like to re-start this activity. 
 
Our aim with all our regular activities is to enhance the wellbeing and community 
spirit in Shincliffe and High Shincliffe.  
 
Everyone attending regular events run by Shincliffe Community Association is 
required to become a member in order to ensure they are covered by our 
insurance policy. It is only £1.50 adult and £1 child per annum. A bargain! 
 
HSPR (High Shincliffe Park Regeneration)  
See our website: http://hspr.org.uk 
 
High Shincliffe Park Regeneration (HSPR) aims to raise enough money to refurbish 
the community park at High Shincliffe. We are hoping to raise most of the money 
through grants and local and national funding streams. 
 
All money raised will be put in a fund held by Shincliffe Community Association 
and allocated to High Shincliffe park. 
 
The SCA has received concerned comments about the park in Shincliffe village 
too.  

mailto:shincliffecommunityassociation@gmail.com
http://hspr.org.uk/
http://www.shincliffe.org.uk/portal/
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Helping Hands? 
Pat Hudson, Parish Councillor living in High Shincliffe, co-ordinates a list of local 
people who are willing to help to others in a time of need, such as severe 
weather. This is intended to help isolated folk who may not have family or friends 
to call on. Pat tells us she now has a list of willing volunteers but as yet no one has 
requested assistance. Please call Pat on 0191 386 1237 to offer or request help. 
 
Proposed Day Trip To York - Saturday 7th June 2014  
The coach would leave High Shincliffe at 9 a.m. and return at approximately 6 p.m 
The cost would be about £12 per person. 
If you would be interested please email Lynda.maughan@btinternet.com or 
telephone 07789338426 by Saturday 26

th
 April so I can ascertain the number of 

people who would be interested before I book the coach. 
 
Litter Pick - Saturday 3rd May 2014 ς 10:00 am 
Twice a year, Spring and Autumn, volunteers spend an hour or two on a Saturday 
morning collecting litter around the neighbourhood.   
If you are willing to help please contact:  
George Lee (Parish Councillor) 0191 384 1437 
 

 
{ILb/[LCC9 ²ha9bΩ{ LNSTITUTE 
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday in the month at 7:30p.m 
in the WI Hut in Shincliffe Village. The hall can be hired for meetings, 
parties etc. Please contact Mrs Chapman (386 3730) for bookings. 
For other enquiries contact President Yvonne Willis (386 2124) or 
Secretary Barbara Watson (386 6051) 
  
Forthcoming meetings: 
 

Wednesday, 2nd April AGM 

Wednesday, 7th May  Resolutions and Faith Supper 

Wednesday, 4th June 
How to be a Scene of Crime Officer ς  
Ian Wilkinson 

 
 New members and guests are always welcome. 

  

mailto:Lynda.maughan@btinternet.com
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SOCIAL EVENTS AT ST a!w¸Ω{ 
 

St Maryõs Church, Shincliffe  

Trip to 

The Forbidden Corner, Leyburn 
òThe strangest place in the worldó 

 
Visit the beautiful gardens, maze of winding underground tunnels,  

unusual sculptures, water features and much moreé 

Picnic area and coffee shop. Something for all the family.  

(See www.theforbiddencorner.co.uk  for more information)  
 

Meet at 12:45pm (entry at 1pm) on Saturday 30 th  August  

at the Forbidden Corner, DL8 4TQ  
 

Adults -£11 Children aged 4 -15-£9     Children under 4 -FREE 

 
Pay on the day but tickets must be booked in advance by emailing 

carolynhopper@outlook.com  or phoning Pat Guy on 3869303 by 30 th  April 2014.  

 

Please note that there is only very limited access for pushchairs 

and wheelchairs in the garden. No dogs allowed (except guide dogs).  

 
{ILb/[LCC9 {¢ a!w¸Ω{ NEWSLETTER 
Please provide copy for the next issue of Shincliffe St. Mary's Newsletter by  
10th June 2014 (Covering Jul/Aug/Sep 2014) to Editor: 
Ken Watson, 5 Meldon Way, High Shincliffe (Tel: 386 8955) 
Electronic copy should be emailed to cursus27-ssmnews@yahoo.co.uk 

 

OPEN GARDENS IN SHINCLIFFE VILLAGE AND HIGH 
SHINCLIFFE  

Saturday 22nd July 2014 
Tea will be available in the Church Hall throughout the afternoon. 
Proceeds to St Mary's Church.  
Posters with details will be available nearer the time.  

http://www.theforbiddencorner.co.uk/
mailto:carolynhopper@outlook.com
mailto:cursus27-ssmnews@yahoo.co.uk
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DOWN THE LANE 
Our regular nature notes from Shincliffe residents Julie and 
Stephen Goodhart. 
 
IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ¢ŀǿƴȅ hǿƭ Ƙƻƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
when they start to hoot to attract their mates, but apart from the carpet of 
Aconites in the village and a few Snowdrop shoots, the last weeks of January 
could hardly be called+ Spring!  Then at last, after a dank, grey week and just as 
the Bowburn Potato Day got underway, it dawned a sunny Saturday, at last. The 
organic gardeners were all there and they had some fantastic, blight resistant 
varieties. They are going to need to be!  As we emerge from the sodden ground in 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ōǳǊǎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ  
 
¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ²ƻǊŘǎǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ ŘŀŦŦƻŘƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƭŜ ǎǇƛƪŜǎ ƻŦ 
butterbur, from the railway embankment in Shincliffe, all along the river bank to 
the turn by Shincliffe Hall are a wonder all of their own. On a sunny morning, in 
full flower, they are so spectacular they should be listed a natural monument. 
With the sand the Wear washes up, moles and the open aspect - conditions are 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ  
 
In April and May, on the same route, you can see the small white-headed 
Moschatel (Town Hall Clock-it has flowers facing all four directions), Water 
Chickweed, Speedwell, Sweet Cicily and Ground Elder. We can blame the Romans 
for Ground Elder and all gardeners hate it. Not only did the Romans bring seeds 
on their hobnailed sandals, but probably the plant itself, along with plenty of 
ǊŀōōƛǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ 
{ƘƛƴŎƭƛŦŦŜΦ CƻǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǘǊŜƴŘȅ άƴŜǿέ ǇŀǎǘƛƳŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ 
Nana used to pick sea coal off the Black Middens in the 1920s and it was not for 
leisure! Maybe foraging is in my blood,  I can remember, gathering in Ground 
9ƭŘŜǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ мт ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ 
ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ worth the bother! You need huge quantities.  
 
Other Spring flowers to look out for are hairy bittercress, lesser periwinkle and 
the Shincliffe Spring Trophies; Wood Anemone, Wood Garlic, Wood Sorrel and 
Lesser Celandine. A few leaves of Wood Garlic though, when it is young, I can 
recommend and the flowers too, sprinkled on a salad, but only take a couple. 
Home Counties foragers have been stripping some areas and it has been 
detrimental to wildlife and especially, mushrooms.  
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!ǎ ŦƻǊ άǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƭƻǳŘέ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ǿƛƭŘ ŘŀŦŦƻŘƛƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Shincliffe banks, it has only ever been the odd one, struggling on its own. But we 
are so fortunate, in an hour we can be in the Lake District to see them and, if it is 
swathes of snowdrops we fancy, then it is only a quick trip to Howick Hall in 
Northumberland, in February.  
 
Nationally recorded sightings:  
January ς20 min sighting of 
an otter and two cubs ς 
Shincliffe 
 
 February - Yellow Rumped 
(Myrtle) Warbler - High 
Shincliffe - an American Bird 
and the 4th ever recorded in 
the UK 
 

Photo shows the twitchers waiting patiently 
 

 
Please return completed membership application forms to: 
Membership Secretary Del Faye at 27 Telford Close, High Shincliffe DH1 2YJ  
(Tel: 0191 386 0369) 
 

SHINCLIFFE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR 2014 

 

Name _________________________________________ 
 

Address _______________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 
Telephone_____________________________________ 
 

Under 18: Date of Birth____________    OR tick box if over 18     
     
 

Signature _____________________________________ 
 

Annual Fees:  
Under 18s - £1.00  Adults - £1.50 
 

Please return to: Membership Secretary 27 Telford Close, DH1 2YJ 
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WEDDING DRESS AND CHRISTENING GOWN 
EXHIBITION 

May 1st - 5
th

 2014 at Elvet Methodist Church 
Share the joy of those married at Elvet down the ages 

Marvel again at the delicacy of Christening gowns 
 

Elvet Methodist Church is holding an exhibition of wedding and Christening outfits 
- every single one of which was worn at a service in our church.  Men and women 
have loaned their precious garments so that a real history of special clothing will 
be on view. 
 
The event will be launched on 1

st
 May with a Fashion Show  demonstrating 

wedding dresses over the last century, and a talk by Kevin ThornhillΣ Σ ά! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
ƻŦ ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ 5ǊŜǎǎŜǎέΦ  Elderflower wine and iced fruit cake will add the right 
feeling to the occasion.  (Tickets required ς see below) 
 
After that, the church will be open for visitors to enjoy the display over the Bank 
Holiday weekend from May 2nd - 5th. 
 
 As well as the display, various activities are planned so that visitors of all ages will 
be catered for.  These include information on wedding traditions, 
ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǉǳƛȊΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ 
from visitors, a dressing up box, a craft table - ƳŀƪŜ ŀ άōǳǘǘƻƴƘƻƭŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƛǎǎǳŜ 
ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ άIŀǘŀƭƻƎǳŜέΣ 
wedding hats and fascinators for hire. 
 
1 May - 7.30 pm preview  £5 per ticket from wags@elvet-church.org.uk  
2 May - 10 am ς 7 pm  Free entry ς Donations welcome 
3 May - 10am ς 5pm 
4 May - 1pm ς 5pm 
5 May - 10am ς 4pm 
 
If you are interested in becoming involved, want tickets or have access to items 
of interest, please contact Sue Harrison on 07522444788 or via the email 
above  ƻǊ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ   
 
If you wish to contact our Minister regarding booking a service, or for spiritual 
advice, contact him on shaun.swithenbank@methodist.org.uk 
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