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EDITORIAL WELCOME 
Welcome to the October Edition of Shincliffe Community Association Newsletter. 
 
Here you will find both sad and happy news, stories from the past and hopes for 
the future of our community. 
 
We pay tribute to Ken Hampton, who gave 20 years service to the Association, 
including leading the Rambling Club and then as Chairman until 2013. A much 
loved member of the community, who died on 12 June 2014.   
 
We list the winners of the Shincliffe Show and tell the story of the success of the 
first Fun Run. Both these events involved substantial contributions from many folk 
and we celebrate them and the development of community spirit.   
 
We take you back 50 years to 1964 when Hill Meadows was built and we hear 
from Jim and Jean Harper, who were founders of the Community Association in 
1983, about their life running the village shop in High Shincliffe. 
 
We invite contributions from all members of the community ς if you have 
something of interest to share about life in the village please get in touch. ²ŜΩŘ 
love to hear your story. 
 
Once again a big thank you to all those who make this newsletter possible, 
including our advertisers and deliverers and all our contributors. 
 
Alison Swarbrick and Eleanor Cook 
SCAN Editors 
 
scannewsletter@gmail.com 
43 Ancroft Garth, High Shincliffe DH1 2UD  Tel: 383 0346 
 

Are you looking for a cost effective way to promote your business to  
a local audience? 
 
Advertising options in SCAN range from as little as £7 for a ¼ page advert to £20 

for a full - page advert (Must be submitted by email and formatted for an A5 

page). For an extra £10 Eleanor will design your advert. All proceeds support the 

publication of SCAN. For further details please contact the editors. 

mailto:scannewsletter@gmail.com
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SHINCLIFFE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION NEWS 
Our secretary Claire Ketley writes:  
άThe most exciting news is the progress that has been made on the park in High 
Shincliffe: 
HIGH SHINCLIFFE PARK REGENERATION UPDATE 
We finally have the money in place for the park! This is amazing news and we are 
very grateful for all the support received from the community. Three park designs 
went on display at Shincliffe Primary School and lots of people came along to vote 
for their favourite. Durham County Council were overwhelmed at the turn-out 
and for the first time ever they ran out of voting slips!  
The votes will be counted and the winning park design will be installed very soon.  
The fund for the football pitch is going really well and we only have just under 
£8000 to raise which will be applied for in the next couple of weeks, so we will 
keep you posted. 
 
Many thanks again to you all who have supported this project. As a community 
we have all made this happen! 
 
Keep updated with progress on Facebook ς High Shincliffe Park Regeneration or 
Shincliffe Community Association. 
 
HIGH SHINCLIFFE FUN RUN 2014 
The fun run was a huge success, not only did we raise over £650 but the 
atmosphere was amazing! It was such a lovely community feeling with everyone 
in very good spirits. This is a big boost for the funding for the football pitch so we 
thank you all very much. A big personal thank you: Firstly to Duncan McEwan and 
his wife Vanessa - this event would not have been possible without their 
involvement! The stewards who helped on the day were so very important! 
Shincliffe Juniors who ran as a club....many finishing well before the adults they 
were very quick! Dr Jane Birrell who was our medical professional on a bike! And 
to everyone who ran. It was quite a challenging route with lots of uphill parts and 
not enough downhill areas! You all did great and helped the funds immensely, we 
are so lucky to live in an area with such a community spirit. ά  
 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Keep Fit and Flexible by Moving and Dancing with Alison Swarbrick  
(0191 383 0346): 
WI Hut, 8pm ς 9pm Thursdays (arrive 7:45pm onwards) 
Gentler Class with seated options: {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ IŀƭƭΣ мн-1pm Tuesday (arrive 
11:45 onwards). These friendly sessions welcome newcomers.  
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Rambling Club:  
Would you be willing to lead a local ramble once or twice a month on Sunday 
afternoons?  We would like to re-start this activity which was led by Ken Hampton 
for many years. 
 
Indoor Bowling  At present we are unsure whether there is sufficient interest to 
run Carpet Bowling so if you are interested in Carpet Bowling please do get in 
touch with Joyce Woodward 0191 3863236. 
 
Our aim with all our regular activities is to enhance the wellbeing and community 
spirit in Shincliffe and High Shincliffe.  If you have an idea about a new activity you 
could lead do get in touch with the Community Association Secretary or Chair (see 
local contacts page). Everyone attending regular events run by Shincliffe 
Community Association is required to become a member in order to ensure they 
are covered by our insurance policy. Annual membership is only £1.50 adult and 
£1 child at the moment. Prices for 2015 are under review as the cost of our 
insurance policy has increased. 
 

{ILb/[LCC9 ²ha9bΩ{ LNSTITUTE 
Meetings are held on the first Wednesday in the month at 7:30pm in the WI Hut 
in Shincliffe Village. New members will be made very welcome. 
The hall can be hired for meetings, parties etc.  
Please contact Mrs Chapman (386 3730) for bookings. 
For other enquiries contact President Yvonne Willis (386 2124) or 
Secretary Barbara Watson (386 6051) 
  
Forthcoming meetings: 
Wednesday 5

th
 November  Speaker: Eric Londesbrough 

Subject: The Day Vesuvius Erupted  
 
Wednesday 3

rd
 December 

Christmas Social Evening and Faith Supper 
 
Additional diary dates 
Thursday 27

th
 November:    Visit to St. Nicholas Christmas Fayre, York  

Wednesday 10
th

 December:  Christmas Dinner at Whitworth Hall Hotel 
 

**************  
Please also note: 
The W.I. hut is used every Friday evening from 6.00 ς 7.00 p.m. for Zumba classes 
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SHINCLIFFE SHOW 
On Saturday 20 September a beautiful banner hung over the front entrance to the 
school door, announcing the return of Shincliffe Show. 
 
Both children and adults were able to enter home-grown and home-made 
produce - and photographs too.  Entry forms were available on the website and 
were also sent home with the school children. But if you who missed the chance 
to enter, or were hoping that an entry form would drop through your letterbox ς 
let us know and we will find a way to make it easier next time. 
 
Entries were dropped off at the school hall on Saturday morning and a 
distinguished team of local judges arrived at 12 noon to inspect the produce, taste 
the baking and, with great difficulty, select the prize winners in the artistic 
categories. 
 
Our thanks go to the judges: 
 
Photography    Mr Joe Graham 
Floral Arrangements   Mrs Yvonne Willis 
Flowers, Scones, Victoria Sponge    Mrs E Coxon 
Crafts and Preserves    Mrs J Grady 
Fruit and Veg     Mr Michael Stewart 
Jars and Baking     Mrs E Hoops 
Special, Apple pies, Bread   Rev P Kashouris 
CƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ   Mr D Tait 
 
There were red rosettes for the winners, blue for second prize and yellow for 
third prize.  The children all received a lollipop as a thank you for their entries.  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǳǇŜǊōƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ άǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜ ƳŜƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ 
a very hard time choƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
names here ς only the first prize winners are listed. 
 
Jane Ranns, Chairperson of Shincliffe Community Association, thanked the judges 
and asked them to present two cups. Mike Stewart from Poplar Tree Garden 
Centre preseƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ wƻƴƴƛŜ {ǘŀǊƪ ά.Ŝǎǘ ƛƴ {Ƙƻǿέ ŎǳǇ ǘƻ !ƴŘǊŜŀ IŀƭƭΦ  !ƴŘǊŜŀΩǎ 
ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ άǎǘƻƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿέ όǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛǇǎ !ƴŘǊŜŀΗύΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
lovely to hear from Andrea that the basket which contained her winning 
vegetables had actually been given to her by Ronnie, several years ago before his 
death.   
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Yvonne Willis said she was delighted that the 
Shincliffe Show had resumed and she 
presented the Hazel Fleetham Cup for Best 
Floral Arrangement to Angela Lee (pictured 
here). ̧ ǾƻƴƴŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ IŀȊŜƭ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ 
in Shincliffe and had the flower shop in 
Coxhoe for 46 years.  
 
Jane thanked everyone for coming to the 
show, with special thanks to all those who had 
donated cakes for the refreshments and 
helped in the planning and setting up of the 
show. 
 
The full table of show results can be viewed on 
page 30. 
 
Become a member of the Community Association by contacting  
Del Faye, Membership Secretary, (27 Telford Close, High Shincliffe, DH1 2YJ)  
0191 386 0369 
 
 

THE AVENUE INN RE-OPENS 
 

As we went to press with this issue Eleanor Cook, Editor, spoke to the new 
manager, Alan Bryan at the Avenue Inn: 
 
Alan and Nicola invited all Shincliffe residents and friends for drinks at The Avenue 
Inn on the evening of Wednesday 1st October 2014 and told me that 
food service  would commence on Thursday 2nd October 2014 and 
accommodation will be coming soon! 
 
For further details of menus or to reserve a table, you can call 07909 448224 and 
ask to speak to Alan or Nicola.  
 
Alan and Nicola would like to know if you have any suggestions for services that 
the Avenue Inn could provide to assist the community, such as a village supplies 
store or Post Office/DHL delivery facilities. 
 

  

ADVERTORIAL 
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{ILb/[LCC9 {¢ a!w¸Ω{ NEWS 
First of all, my very grateful thanks go to all those 
who supported the Open Gardens Day in June. We 
were fortunate to have a beautiful sunny day, and 
lots of visitors. We made over £600, which is 
needed to maintain our church, thank you. Thanks 
go to all the very generous folk who opened their 
gardens. Thanks to Anne, Carolyn and Julie who 
worked tirelessly in the kitchen to supply tea to all 
who needed sustenance. Finally thanks to Elizabeth 
and Harry who took over the organising of the 
event. Well done all round! 
 
Also in June we had an outing to Hardwick Hall 
park, organised by Brian and Jean Peart.  This was a 
family day, with games for the children, picnic teas 
consumed, and a fun day out for all. Our grateful thanks to Brian and Jean for 
organising this event, we hope it will become an annual one! 
 
Our annual Garden Fete was another success, with glorious weather, and lots of 
support, thanks to all who helped with the stalls, and the running of the event, 
and thanks to you who supported us. We are planning our harvest quiz, which as 
ever will take the form of a fish and chip supper, the intended date is Friday the 
3rd of October, watch the notice boards for further details. 
 
I do not have a date for the concert which we hope will be held at the beginning 
of December, last year's concert, held on St Nicholas Day was a huge success, so 
once again, watch the notice boards. 
Dora Fielder 
 

{ILb/[LCC9 {¢ a!w¸Ω{ NEWSLETTER 
Please provide copy for the next issue of Shincliffe St. Mary's Newsletter by  
25

th
 November 2014 (Covering Jan/Feb/Mar 2014) to Editor: 

Ken Watson, 5 Meldon Way, High Shincliffe (Tel: 386 8955) 
Electronic copy should be emailed to cursus27-ssmnews@yahoo.co.uk 
 

mailto:cursus27-ssmnews@yahoo.co.uk
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DOWN THE LANE 
Aside frƻƳ ά.ƛƎ .ŜǊǘƘŀέ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ ǳǇ ǘƻ Wǳƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ 
successive month in 2014 with temperatures above the monthly average.  This 
heat brought on successive, prolific flushes of wild flowers ς from Wood Garlic to 
Bluebells, Wood Avens and Buttercup.    
 
An absence of rabbits this Spring gave way to much bunny-hopping in Shincliffe 
Lane and for the first time in a long while, a hedgehog curled itself by the steps of 
Corner House opposite the park corner. 
 
From the number seen dead on the roads ς there must be more of them, though 
the RSPB chap at Poplar Tree Nursery said they might be extinct in ten years.One 
of the problems for hedgehogs and other wildlife, is that we are too tidy in 
fencing off our gardens and the hedgehogs cannot get in-between - to extend 
their areas for grubbing.  So if you deliberately leave one or two holes in your 
fencing ς it connects your garden to the next for the wild creatures. Mind you, the 
fact that hedgehogs are the favourite food of badgers must be having a huge 
impact.  
 
The same fence hole will naturally let through the rabbits though.  Ahem.  Win 
some and lose some! The fields round and about are not so neatly edged as our 
gardens, so they are literally a stomping ground for the larger mammals - deer 
and badgers.  By June you could see quite a bit of barley and wheat damage done 
by their trampling around the field margins.  
 
You might wonder why much of the ripe barley was not cut earlier in the fields ς it 
is often because using the good weather for drying off the grain can save 
hundreds of pounds for the farmer. Holding off the harvest until grain crop is dry 
ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻǳƴŘΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǌƛǎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ά.ŜǊǘƘŀέ 
definitely left the ground wet.   
 
At home - we set ourselves a challenge this year ς to see how many Bumble Bee 
varieties we could identify in our Shincliffe garden.  On one day, the 13

th
 June we 

saw Bombus terrestis, the Buff-tailed bumblebee, Bombus hortorum the garden 
Bumblebee, Bombus lapidaries the red-tailed bumble, Bombus pascuorum the 
/ƻƳƳƻƴ /ŀǊŘŜǊ .ŜŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊōǳǘΩǎ /ǳŎƪƻƻ .ŜŜ ς Bombus barbutellus. The chances 
are that everyone else has them too. But by August we had not seen any other 
varieties and we have not been seeing huge numbers of bees. It is encouraging us 
to keep planting bee and butterfly friendly flowers such as vibernum, borage, 
marjoram, buddleia and sedum - when in flower. We also saw evidence of the 
Leaf Cutter Bee having been at our roses and carrying its booty back to the hive.  
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Some of the solitary bees do not have hives 
and can be helped by putting nesting boxes at 
ground level. We saw masonry bees too. As the 
buddleia does not do much for insect larvae or 
caterpillars ς you can leave a nettle patch and 
long grass somewhere, as well. 
 
In August it is hard to find new species of 
flowers springing up - but the delicate 
9ƴŎƘŀƴǘŜǊΩǎ bƛƎƘǘǎƘŀŘŜ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜ ƛƴ 
Shincliffe Woods and also on the way up to 
High Butterby, as did the Indian Balsam (also 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǇƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŜƭmet ς due to the shape 
of the exploding seed capsule).  
  
In Sherburn Hill a wildlife group was scheduled to whack Balsam down, as it is 
foreign species and squeezes our native species out. Willowherb and the delicate 
meadow cranesbill were everywhere by the start of August.  Our happiest sighting 
of the summer had to be the Sand Martins, over one hundred in an afternoon ς 
nesting in the exposed Durham Sands ς not far from Old Durham. There are 
plenty of sandy walls around Shincliffe, most of them hidden, which is just as well. 
These sands were laid down before the Ice Ages, around 250 million years ago 
when much of the County was a sand-duned desert.  Sometimes the river cuts 
through the sands.  Sand Martin nests can be seen clearly in places where sand 
has been quarried out decades ago, leaving perfect walls for Sand Martins to take 
over.  
 
In Autumn when the leaves are down, look out for Gooseanders - mostly above 
Shincliffe Bridge, but also down from the Sands in Durham. They are pretty big 
and the males are easier to see and quite strikingly marked ς their numbers have 
increased around here over recent years.  Much harder to see and only 
occasionally spotted ς are Sandpipers, Dippers and Kingfishers. They are around 
Shincliffe too and also up from Sunderland Bridge and Croxdale. Look out -the 
brambles are coming early this year ς ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊƛǇŜΦ  {ƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
jam making too late this year.  Where you can find them ς the Hazels are already 
setting and so are the Sweet Chestnuts and with any luck we can get some for 
Christmas. 
 
Julie Goodhart, Shincliffe Resident 
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THE VILLAGE SHOP  
Jim and Jean Harper ran the shop and Post Office 
in High Shincliffe until it closed in 1997. The 
Editor asked them about their memories of their 
time there: άWe moved to High Shincliffe in May 
1972 and Jean said this would be for 5 years! 
(writes Jim) Now, nearly three years since we 
moved, we have time to look back at our time in 
Shincliffe.  Our move north from our then home 
just outside Selby was triggered in 1971 when 
Jim was seconded to a new role on the Railway as Area S & T Engineer at 
Newcastle. Lƴ мфтф WƛƳΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
from Durham (by train) much easier than if he moved home to the York area.  
Home to the office in exactly an hour was better and much less strenuous than 
most of the others who lived in the York area. 
The next 16 years of our lives as village shop owners came about in 1981 because 
of family circumstances, which changed our way of life completely. 
After two years of sorting ourselves out we lost Grandma. This gave us the space 
to start the alterations.  That was exciting having the shop altered around us 
particularly for the children when the old warehouse was the shop for a week.  
They thought that was great fun. We decided after that was finalised, we could 
cope with anything and settled down to the task in hand.  We then discovered 
that the experts in small businesses advised that if we kept going for seven years 
we would be very fortunate.  With a bit of help from one of us having a good job 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά{ŀǾŜ hǳǊ {ƘƻǇέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ǿŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ мс ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  WŜŀƴΩǎ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
helped us to make the inevitable decision to close. 
The highlights of running the shop were: 

¶ The children, many of whom learnt to count doing their sweets.  

¶ The young people, both through the YTS scheme and local ones. 

¶ The summer jobs we managed to arrange for the teens such as 
gardening, dog walking, shopping etc for our older folk. 

¶ Collecting things for the many activities going on in the community. 

¶ Buns for Hot Dogs every July for the Church 

¶ Helping the Pantomime with the WI refreshments  

¶ Many more things for the Shincliffe Community Association 

¶ Helping School party requirements and activities 
We were grateful for good staff who we could rely on and the return visits from 
our young folk who had got jobs and were thankful for what they had learnt.   
It was very hard work but, with a few exceptions, an experience we all learnt 
something from, ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ  
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SHINCLIFFE JUNIORS FC 
Shincliffe Juniors Football Club has continued to develop 
both on and off the pitch. We currently have four teams 
playing competitive league football, across five age groups 
from school year 3 up to 7.  
 
The under 12 team and under 11 team play their home 
game matches at Houghall on Saturday mornings and they have both got 
ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦мнΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ п

th
 

division and finishing the league as one of the top goal scoring teams.  
 
Our U11s continue to develop skills and are playing some brilliant football; they 
too finished in the top half of the division over the summer and are now starting 
their next campaign. 
 
The U10s are thriving in competitive league football, developing good 
sportsmanship and skills on the pitch. This team also play their matches at 
Houghall on a Saturday and the girls and boys continue to have great fun, all 
teams when possible enjoy watching the other teams and cheering on their club 
members.   
 
The youngest of our teams, the U9s have recently begun competitive football and 
are getting off to have fantastic start. This team (years 3 and 4 at school) are still 
actively looking for players to join them and anyone keen to come along to 
training will be made very welcome by the coaches and players.  
 
As a club we continue to forge links with the local community and businesses.  
Many of our players and coaches took part in the HSPR Fun Run in July. The 
players who took part all ran in their club strips and helped raise money for the 
park. Everyone who took part thoroughly enjoyed the event and were cheered on 
by people from the local community and their families. Our annual Summer 
Family Fun Day was another huge success it saw the coming together of all our 
teams and their families for organised events and a BBQ in the park. If you would 
like to get involved with the club or have any questions please feel free to get in 
touch. We welcome new players and parents to come along and meet our 
dedicated coaches and enthusiastic teams. 
 
Sarah McGuiggan       shincliffe.juniors@aol.co.uk 
 

Find us on Facebook: "Shincliffe Juniors FC"  
 

mailto:shincliffe.juniors@aol.co.uk
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FIBRE INTERNET FOR SHINCLIFFE VILLAGE 
Cabinet 30 located at the top of Hallgarth Street has now been fibre enabled. For 
this reason, if you enter your phone number into the Infinity Availability Checker 
on the BT website, it may say that unlimited faster broadband, which is a fibre 
product, is available. However, there have been unexpected technical problems in 
establishing a fibre connection on the telephone lines that are served by Cabinet 
30. Until these are resolved, no-one in Shincliffe Village will be able to get fibre. 
Work is ongoing at present and Digital Durham are being very active on our behalf 
in pressing BT for a solution. 
 
An additional problem is that investigations have shown that some phone lines in 
the village do not run from Cabinet 30, but come directly from the exchange. 
Unfortunately, these phone lines will not be able to get fibre. An engineer visit is 
needed to establish whether a particular line is coming directly from the 
exchange. 
 
I will keep you updated with regards to progress. 
Thalina Milburn  philip@thalina.plus.com  
 
 

FOSS CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENING 
Friends of Shincliffe School (FOSS) welcome everyone within the community to 
come along to our annual: 

SHINCLIFFE CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENING 

The Christmas shopping evening will be held on Thursday 13th November at 
6:30pm in the school. Everyone in the community is welcome to come along and 
shop and maybe participate in some mulled wine and mince pies! Entry is free 
and all the stalls are run by local people, it really is a lovely and atmospheric 
evening. 
 
All proceeds are put directly back into the school, 
providing funds for wider educational activities than 
the school budget would otherwise afford. 
If you would like more information or indeed on 
anything we do as FOSS please contact Claire Ketley 
at claire.ketley@hotmail.co.uk 
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