Minutes of the Meeting of Shincliffe Parish Council held at Shincliffe Primary
School, High Shincliffe, Durham, on Tuesday 20th September 2016 at 7.00 pm.

Action By:

Present: Councillor G. Lee (in the Chair) and Councillors N. Cook, D. Duell, P.
Ferries, A. Lee, J. Lovell and A. Olechnowicz.
County Councillor Stoker was also in attendance.
Councillor P. Ferries was welcomed to his first Parish Council meeting.
62.

Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies for absence.
63.

Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
64.

Issues Raised by Members of the Public

No issues were raised.
65.

Minutes

It was resolved that: the minutes of the meeting held on 19th July, 2016, be
approved as a true record.
66.

Matters Arising

Summer Front Garden Competition – Councillor A. Lee agreed to forward details
to the Clerk. Winners would be invited to the October meeting to receive a
certificate and prize.

Cllr A. Lee &
Clerk

Bracken Cottage – The applicant had submitted an appeal against the refusal to
grant retrospective planning permission.
Dogs in High Shincliffe Park – Councillor Stoker agreed to forward details of
signage to the Clerk.
67.

Cllr Stoker

Police Report

No Police report had been received.
68.

County Councillor’s Update

County Councillor Stoker provided the following update:






Broken fence on A177 at rear of Manor Close – The Chapter did not have
the resources to repair small, outlying pieces of land. Councillor Stoker had
therefore requested an estimate of costs and would consider paying for the
repairs from his Neighbourhood Budget.
Tangled telephone wires on High Street near entrance to Manor Close –
DCC had agreed to thin the offending tree. Councillor Stoker however had
been told that day, that it was BT’s responsibility. A further update would be
given in due course.
Pot hole at entrance to Manor Close – This was in need of repair. Enquiries
regarding land ownership were on-going.
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Cllr Stoker









69.

DCC had priced the cost of erecting bollards at the area opposite the Rose
Tree, to prevent illegal parking on the verge from the bus stop to the gas
sub-station at £2,500. Councillor Stoker commented that the Parish Council
may want to consider sharing 50% of the costs (£1,250). Councillor Stoker
agreed to circulate a diagram to enable Parish Councillors to visualise the
proposal. A discussion also ensued in relation to other alternatives for
example low level planting or painted rocks.
Planning permission had been granted for a mobile phone mast to be
erected on the northern side of Farm Road. This would be used by two
leading mobile companies and would not be visible by any property.
Compilation of land ownership within the parish – Both DCC and the
Chapter had agreed to provide land ownership maps to enable the creation
of a single land ownership document. Meetings were scheduled for
October.
Speeding A177 – A Task and Finish Group was proposed. Cllrs N Cook
and A Lee agreed to sit on this group.

Cllr Stoker

Cllr N Cook &
Cllr A Lee

Correspondence
(a) Matters arising from last month’s correspondence
(1) No issues were raised.
(a)
(1)
(2)
(3)

Correspondence held on reference file
Clerks & Councils Direct (September 2016 Issue 107)
The Clerk Magazine (September 2016, Vol. 47. No. 5)
LCR (Autumn 2016)
Current Correspondence
The Clerk had received an email from a resident raising the following:

1) Grit/Salt Bin – there was no longer a bin situated near the entrance of the
park in Shincliffe Village. Councillor Stoker agreed to request a
replacement from DCC.
2) Play equipment in Shincliffe Village Park - There were more young children
in the village now wishing to use the park, but there were concerns about
some of the equipment. Namely:
2.1 The big slide had wooden sides at the top that were put in place 28
years ago and required replacement.
2.2 The small slide had wooden sides which had seriously deteriorated and
required replacement.
2. 3 The old see saw required regular maintenance as it was difficult to use.
2.4 A lot of the equipment was dirty, covered in algae and had lichen
encrusted on parts of it. Equipment therefore needed to be regularly
cleaned.
2.5 The condition of some of the rubber crumb tiles was poor and needed
maintenance.
2. 6. Many parents had said they were prepared to do some fund raising to
improve the standard of the equipment if it was necessary.
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Cllr Stoker

The Parish Council discussed the above issues raised at length and
welcomed Cllr Stoker’s suggestion to firstly check with DCC how often the
equipment was both inspected and maintained.
In addition, the Parish Council agreed to convene an informal/consultation
meeting with residents, to be held on Tuesday 13th December, 2016 at
6.00pm (St. Mary’s Church Hall). Claire Ketley would also be invited to
attend.

Clerk

Councillor Olechnowicz had received emails from residents raising the
following:
1) Overgrown Trees (Shincliffe Village) – The Parish Council noted that a
survey had recently been undertaken by Oliver’s Tree Services and that if
the suggested works (to be considered later on the agenda) were
approved, that this work would be carried out in November.
2) The gravel/stones on some of the paths at Shincliffe Village was causing
problems for parents with pushchairs. The Parish Council acknowledged
these concerns and agreed that land ownership needed to be ascertained.
3) Overgrown Bushes (Low Road) – The Parish Council commented that this
problem had been raised numerous times over the years. Again, ownership
status needed to be understood to determine whether DCC should be
maintaining these more regularly. The possibility of the Parish Gardner
cutting these back was discussed however it was acknowledged that his
available time was very limited. In the interim, Cllr Stoker agreed to ask
DCC for hazards to be removed.
4) A strip of land outside Laxey Cottage had been damaged by vehicles. The
Parish Council commented that land ownership needed to be determined.

Cllr Stoker

The Chairman had received an email from a resident in Shincliffe Village
regarding fly-tipping near the entrance to the Park. Cllr G. Lee had visited
the site and removed the rubbish.
70.

Planning Applications

No planning applications had been received.
71.
Horticulture Committee Update
Councillor A. Lee advised of the following:







Love Lane – Grass Cutters used by DCC had destroyed the apple tree and
wild flowers which amounted to approximately £400.00 worth of damage. A
claim had therefore been submitted and DCC had agreed a full refund.
Interpretation Board – Grass Cutters had also damaged the Interpretation
Board at Hill Meadows. Councillor A Lee was therefore not seeking
financial compensation, however had requested a replacement. A further
update would be given in due course.
Beautiful Durham Awards – Two places had been reserved for the Beautiful
Durham awards ceremony scheduled to take place on Wednesday 5th
October at 7.00pm. Any Councillors wishing to attend were asked to notify
Councillor A. Lee.
Benches – The Parish Gardener had made good progress maintaining the
benches within the Parish.
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Orchard Garden – The location of the fruit trees had been discussed at the
last ‘Hill Meadows Residents’ Association Meeting’ and it was agreed that
these should be planted where the Parish Gardener had suggested. This
would require the removal of two bushes, therefore ownership needed to
be ascertained. Councillor Duell agreed to contact the Chair of the
Association to see if this information had been obtained.
72. Finance Committee Update
Councillor G. Lee advised that the Finance Committee had met on Tuesday 13th
September, 2016.
Unfortunately, due to problems with the Parish Council laptop up to date
information was unable to be circulated. The Clerk had agreed to meet with Cllr A.
Lee on Saturday 17th September to review the horticulture position, and the budget
would then be forwarded to members of the Finance Committee.

Cllr D. Duell

Cllr A Lee &
Clerk

As the current Parish Council laptop was no longer fit for purpose and had reached
the end of its useful life, the Parish Clerk had considered and circulated 3 options
for a replacement. It was resolved that: the laptop be replaced with a Dell Inspiron
at a cost of £349.99 and also agreed to purchase Microsoft Office (lifetime £99.00) and also have the data transferred from the old laptop (with a complete set
up) at a cost of £60.00. The total cost was therefore £509.98.
Detailed within the proposed Financial Regulations was a provision for a
Councillor, other than the Chairman, to meet regularly (quarterly) with the Clerk to
countersign invoices and review payments which had been made. Councillor P.
Ferries had agreed to undertake this role.
At the meeting the committee discussed the benefits of a Parish Council ‘payment
card’ and online banking. Councillor P. Ferries agreed to look into this.

Cllr P Ferries &
Clerk

Cllr P Ferries

73. Website
The Chairman reported that the development of a new website was progressing
extremely well. A particular thanks was extended to Councillor N. Cook and the
Clerk for their work. It was anticipated that the new website would go live soon.
74. Notice Boards
The Chairman reported that the new notice boards for Shincliffe Village and High
Shincliffe had been ordered, placed and installed. Following consultation with
Councillors, the order had been placed with the Notice Board Company at a total
cost of £981.60 (including VAT).
Resolved: that the payment be approved.
The Chairman extended a particular thanks to Councillor A. Lee for all her hard
work arranging these replacements.
75.
Tree Survey (Shincliffe Village)
The Clerk referred to the findings of the tree survey of Shincliffe Village previously
circulated.
It was resolved that: the proposed works be undertaken at a cost of £430.00 +
VAT. The Clerk agreed to make the necessary arrangements with Oliver’s Tree
Services.

Clerk

Parish Councillors suggested that before and after photographs be taken to upload
on the website.

Any Cllr

76.

Local Council Award Scheme
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The Clerk referred Councillors to the following documents which had previously
been circulated for consideration:






Health and Safety Policy
Financial Regulations
Publication Scheme
Action Plan
Evidence of Consulting with the Community.

It was resolved that: the above documents be approved.
The Chairman advised that an appraisal of the Parish Clerk had been scheduled to
take place on Monday 3rd October, 2016 at 7.00pm.
77.

Current Accounts for Approval

The Clerk reported that the following cheques had been raised and authorised
throughout August:
Cllr A Lee (Reimbursement for plastic sign)
Cllr A Lee (Reimbursement for pop up gazebo)
CDALC subscription
The Notice Board Company
M Platts (Horticulture)
M Platts (Horticulture)
M Platts (Love Lane)
M Platts (Sustainable)
M Platts (Horticulture)
M Platts (OMS)
M Platts (Love Lane)
M Platts (Horticulture)
M Platts (Horticulture)

£15.44
£95.94
£246.25
£981.60
£293.70
£99.70
£12.00
£66.00
£330.00
£162.00
£18.00
£12.00
£21.00

The following accounts were then submitted for approval:
K Cuthbert (September Salary)
HMRC (Income Tax – September)
Darlington Borough Council
K Cuthbert (Printer Cartridges)

£274.60
£68.60
£815.26
£26.98

Resolved: that the above accounts be approved and paid.
78.

Date and Time of Next Meeting

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th October, 2016,
7.00pm at Shincliffe Primary School, High Shincliffe, Durham.
79.

Any Other Business – Councillors

Parish Councillors discussed a 20 minute informal ‘drop in’ session immediately
prior to every Parish Council meeting whereby residents could have a chat and
raise any concerns with a Parish Councillor. It was agreed that this would be
implemented from the next Parish Council meeting.
Councillor Lovell agreed to co-ordinate the autumn litter pick. Contact would be
made with the Clerk to discuss arrangements.
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Cllr Lovell &
Clerk

Councillor P. Ferries advised that a resident was obtaining signatures to close off
the slip road at the Seven Stars entrance to the village. The Parish Council
commented that options had previously been discussed at length and none were
either desirable or affordable.
Clerk
Councillor D. Duell raised the issue of cyclists speeding down the path from Hill
Crest to the A177 and previous discussions regarding signage and a barrier to
force cyclists to slow down. It was agreed that this would be included as an item on
the next agenda.
Councillor Duell raised the repeated issues with parking and driver behaviour
around school drop off and pick up times including the problems this had recently
caused. Councillor Duell had contacted both the Police and the School. The
Headteacher had sent a letter to parents and PCSO’s had been out to take
photographs. Councillor Stoker advised that DCC had advised that double yellow
lines could be implemented. Further information would be submitted to the next
meeting.

Cllr Stoker

The meeting terminated at 9.15 pm
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